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old patterns have been destroyed, but as yet there is no
guarantee of a new and resplendent birth.

In the field of art alone has contemporary India built
up memorials worthy of her past. Art is, however, essentially
a quest of the individual in the solitariness of his spirit.
Architecture or the theatre, where art is communal, re-
mains unborn in modern India. Even in painting and poetry,
the solitary spirit tires if it cannot continually replenish
its energy from the depths of the racial mind. Indian poetry
and painting flourish like the cactus on the shallow beds
of earth on the hillsides. They are brilliant but remain
exotic and strike no roots in the people's soul.

The failure of India to attain her poise is most mark-
ed in the realms of philosophy. Philosophy examines the
postulates of existing beliefs. It subjects to scrutiny the
established bases of civilisation. In a word, it is man's
criticism of the presuppositions of his own faith. For philo-
sophy to flourish there must be an established civilisation
and culture. When civilisation is in the process of disin-
tegration and culture in the melting pot, it would be idle
to expect philosophy to develop. The paucity of Indian
philosophy in the last three or four centuries is evidence of
the sterility of Indian culture and civilisation during that
period.

There are however signs of a new birth on all sides*
The ferment and unrest in all spheres of Indian life and
thought are evidence that a new world is taking shape.
Stars must collide and break into fragments before a new
sun can be born, Ancient India was remarkable for her
spirit of synthesis and reconciliation. The modern world
is instinct with the urge of a new and impatient life. To
the old tradition of unity of life has been added the new
demand of equality and justice. Old values and new must
clash in India before a new humanity can emerge. This
ancient arena of the world is again the battlefield of con-
flicting forces. Young men in India must play their part